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of musicology, funded by the German Research Foundation (Deutsche For-
schungsgemeinschaft, or DFG) to acquire publications from abroad, and the 
Virtual Library of Musicology, a central information portal for music and mu-
sicology. In addition to bibliographic information, its search engine also covers 
sources and databases from external providers and information on scholars 
and research projects.

�t�� The music department of the Saxon State and University Library (Sächsische 
Landesbibliothek – Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek) in Dresden, with signi-
ficant holdings of manuscripts, early prints, correspondence and posthumous 
estates. It has a large collection of East German publications on music formerly 
housed in the Central Music Library of former East Germany. A very large col
lection of sound recordings can be found in its Phonothek. 

�t�� The music and theatre department of the University Library in Frankfurt am 
Main, with important holdings of manuscripts, early prints, correspondence 
and posthumous estates. It supervises the special collection area of theatre sci-
ences, funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), and a collection of 
programme booklets from Germany’s major opera houses.

Other music departments of note are found in the Hamburg State and Uni-
versity Library (Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Hamburg), the Württemberg  

Exhibits in the scholarly library of the Leipzig Bach Archive
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from Germany’s first and second broadcasting systems (ARD and ZDF), are open 
to use by outsiders (for a fee). The German National Broadcasting Archives also 
contain the archives of the former East German broadcasting system, located in 
Potsdam-Babelsberg. In contrast, the highly significant sheet music archive of 
East Germany’s broadcasting system was transferred to Deutschlandradio (for-
merly RIAS) in Berlin. Radio Berlin-Brandenburg (RBB), in Berlin and Potsdam, also 
administers holdings from the former broadcasting corporation of the German 
Reich, among other things.

OTHER MUSIC LIBRARIES

Other music libraries and archives, as well as other facilities with holdings re-
lated to music, are listed in the standard guide to Germany’s music libraries,   Hand-
buch der Musikbibliotheken in Deutschland,3 and on the website of the German 
Music Information Centre. The periodical Forum Musikbibliothek (‘Music library 
forum’)4 is published in conjunction with the German chapter of IAML. Infor-
mation on an international level can be found in IAML’s periodical Fontes Artis 
Musicae5.

LENDING POLICY

Music books available on loan from libraries are registered in the databases 
of the central catalogues for the regions concerned. The Periodical Database (Zeit-
schriftendatenbank, or ZDB), a joint project of the Berlin State Library and the 
German National Library, contains references to music periodicals and their loca-
tions throughout the country. Unfortunately there are no central catalogues for 
music prints or sound recordings, but many music prints, and in some cases sound 
recordings, are included in the above-mentioned databases for books.

LIBRARIANSHIP TRAINING 

Most libraries in Germany are funded by the public sector – that is, by the fed
eral government, federal states or municipalities – or by foundations. Employment 
in library services is structured accordingly. To serve in higher positions in a schol
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arly library it is necessary to have not only a degree in musicology from a uni-
versity or tertiary-level conservatory, but a two-year period of training in library 
sciences.

For some years a number of technical colleges have offered various degree 
programmes in library sciences for higher intermediate positions at scholarly or 
public libraries. The additional training programme in music librarianship, i.e. an 
integrated course of study addressing the needs of music librarians, used to be 
offered at Stuttgart Media University (Fachhochschule der Medien Stuttgart), but 
it has been discontinued. The technical colleges in Hanover, Leipzig and Stuttgart 
include music librarianship in their courses of study for information sciences and 
the media. 

The prerequisite for a three-year course of study to become a qualified em
ployee in media and information services, or in middle-level library administra-
tion, is a secondary school leaving certificate. This is followed by a general course 
of study which does not specifically involve music (it is roughly equivalent to the 
British O-levels).

A reconstruction of  

Bach’s facial features  

at the Eisenach Bach House 
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Figure 11.2
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photographic reproductions since many of 
the originals are preserved in libraries and 
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and Wagner) the museums are connected 
with research facilities that perform many 
tasks, from publishing complete scholarly-
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tions but, like larger museums, also organise concerts, often for the promotion of 
young musicians. In the case of Bach there are also two smaller memorial sites in 
the towns of Wechmar and Arnstadt in Thuringia. Franz Liszt is represented by 
museums in Weimar and Bayreuth, and Johannes Brahms by museums in Heide 
(Holstein), Lübeck, Hamburg and Baden-Baden (see Figure 11.2).

Strikingly, almost all museums and memorial sites devoted to musicians are 
located in Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt or Thuringia. This area has been a bastion of mu-
sic since the baroque era, beginning with Heinrich Schütz and Johann Sebastian 
Bach and continuing via Robert Schumann to Richard Wagner, to name only sever
al very familiar figures. One reason may be that Leipzig emerged as the centre of 
music publishing in Germany during the 19th century. But several memorial sites 
or museums can be found in southern Germany, as witness the Mozart House in 
Augsburg, the Carl Orff Museum in Diessen (on Lake Ammersee) or the Richard 
Strauss Institute in Garmisch-Partenkirchen.

Among the most important museums for musical instruments are the Musi-
cal Instrument Museum at the State Institute of Musical Research (Berlin), the in-
strument collection in Germany’s Museum of Science and Technology (Deutsches 
Museum, Munich), the Musical Instrument Museum in Munich’s Municipal Mu-
seum (Stadtmuseum) and the collection of historical instruments in the German 
Museum of Cultural History (Germanisches Nationalmuseum) in Nuremberg, as 
well as the Museum of Musical Instruments in the Grassi Museum at Leipzig Uni-

Beethoven’s birth house in Bonn, now a museum, research centre, publishing house and recital hall
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versity. Even Markneukirchen, a leading centre of Germany’s musical instrument 
industry, has a museum of musical instruments. There are also museums devoted 
to a single instrument, such as the Bell Museum (Glockenmuseum) in Apolda, the 
Museum of Violin Making (Geigenbaumuseum) in Bubenreuth, the Trumpet Mu-
seum (Trompetenmuseum) in Bad Säckingen and the Gottfried Silbermann Mu-
seum in Frauenstein. Many cities also have museums for their local or regional 
musical life.

1	 Its French and German names are, respectively, Association Internationale des Biblio

thèques, Archives et Centres de Documentation Musicaux (AIBM) and Internationale 

Vereinigung der Musikbibliotheken, Musikarchive und Musikdokumentationszentren 

(IVMB).
2	 Deposit copies of music prints from 1906 to 1945 are preserved in the Berlin State Library; 

music books and sheet music published in the former state of East Germany between 

1945 and 1990 are located in the German National Library.
3	 Handbuch der Musikbibliotheken in Deutschand, ed. by the German chapter of the Inter

national Association of Music Libraries, Archives and Music Documentation Centres 

(IAML) and the Deutsche Bibliotheksinstitut (DBI), rev. and enlarged 2nd edn. (Berlin, 

1998).
4	 Forum Musikbibliothek: Beiträge und Informationen aus der musikbibliothekarischen Pra-

xis (Berlin, 1978-99; Weimar, 2000-).
5	 Fontes Artis Musicae: Zeitschrift der Internationalen Vereinigung der Musikbibliotheken, 

Musikarchive und Musikinformationszentren (Kassel, 1951-92; Madison, WI, 1993-).
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